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Diversity is the cornerstone of human civilization, which lays foundation for future
progress in our society and education. Language policy in superdiverse Indonesia
not only mirrors Indonesia’s history but also echoes cultural integration in academic
study. Zein’s book offers a holistic perspective that is reflected in the interaction
between language history and language ecology (chapters 1 and 2). The author
then furthers discussion on different branches of languages, such as indigenous lan-
guages based on regional diversity and heritage and sign languages with distinct
features. By analyzing ‘objectification of language’, the book sheds light on how
language policy, when improved and modified, can energize a society. Chapter 3
is an introduction to the strategic design of diverse Indonesian languages. In addi-
tion to the endogenous change of language itself, Indonesia has shifted its focus to
its rising international status. This has given rise to a problem—what kind of lan-
guage will flourish when language varieties may not be promoted and maintained
at the same level? It is natural for the central government to tip the balance, but iden-
tifying priorities and setting co-official status can help to a larger extent. As the in-
ternationalization of diverse Indonesian language is made clear by the author, the
adjustment of language policy towards a globalized world is worth reconsidering.

Chapter 4 focuses on corpus planning and introduces three most prominent
aspects: orthographical standardization, terminological expansion, and grammati-
cal standardization. They deepen the social function of language diversity and
give more micro perspectives. Moreover, the role of Badan Bahasa, a planning
agency of Indonesian languages, is also highlighted by the researchers’ contribu-
tion to academic study. By critically considering the top-down policy of the New
Order, the author leads us to the effectiveness of related language research in this
special period. Chapter 5 is enlightening for future research because the author
has proved to us that revitalization policy is not a single process that can stand
for a long time. Instead, it needs assistance from multiple aspects, such as language
speakers and entrenched inequality. The suggestions in chapter 5 are based on an
in-depth study of Indonesian society and challenges it now faces. Documentation
of linguistic corpora and research into language behaviour are innovative initiatives
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as they reveal the changing pattern of different languages better. The management
of education in chapter 6 witnessed the reduced hours for English acquisition in The
Revised Curriculum of 2013 from 4x45 to 2x45 minutes/week. In the next section,
Zein pays close attention to how language policy, as a subject or as a way of instruc-
tion, is implemented to cement its position and guide students with certain social
and cultural values. This calls for an integrated education plan as well as individu-
alized proposals, as the author suggests.

Overall, this book, at macro and micro levels, creatively contributes to linguistic
research and policy-making under multicultural contexts, and it can also shed new
light on the educational development of an emerging Indonesia.
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Jay M. Woodhams’ Political identity in discourse: The voices of New Zealand
voters tackles the issue of political behavior and belief by asking how we
become political people. Using data collected from semistructured and informal
conversations, Woodhams traces the factors that constitute political identity for
Wellington residents. The author utilizes critical realist philosophy and discourse
analysis to illustrate the links between macro- and micro-level contexts as well as
those between material realities and ideologies and discourses. In doing so, Wood-
hams offers an important and timely contribution to studies of politics and dis-
course that allows a deeper understanding of our current divisive political moment.

The book introduces the reader to three levels of context for the formation of po-
litical identity: the national historical, the subnational or Wellington context, and
the interactional. Woodhams begins by explaining ‘political landscapes’ (39), or
the long-term historical and social factors that have created what residents know
as Aotearoa/New Zealand. This includes the influence of discourses of egalitarian-
ism and power mitigation, formational to New Zealander identities. Crucial to his
analysis is the tension between the realities of inequality and an ideology of egal-
itarianism. This tension along with the foundational impact of a national history
is revealed in interactional sociolinguistic analyses of conversations with residents.
Following this examination of national context, the book explores local Wellington
discourses, focusing particularly on what seems to be a Wellington exceptionalism.
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